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amﬁ ﬁHmma ﬁzmﬁﬁaﬁsm - YESTERDAY bsa TODAY -

I. mwawmﬁeﬁﬁg of Haawwvaa_ Epmﬁmﬁpgz mu@ economic @m#&mazm. TOTERRT A e e e
Understandings L - Attitudes 3 L Activities
Nomadic pleins life was natural . A desire to understand the devel- -  Notes #mwmﬁ by students which gHHH
outgrowth of adaptation to new opment of a tribal culture well be ﬁmﬁﬁ in'a Sioux aaﬁmgae?.
environment. _ : . suited to the needs of the entire
society.

Use overhead transparencies and
Teacher Resource #l, "Migration and
Division of the Sioux," showing
location of Sioux territory amd
divisions of the mpa;ﬁ Bﬁwwcs.,

Economic basis of life became . Distribute na@pmm of Student Reading
the buffalo. S | #1, "Mhe Beginning of the Sioux.!

Presentation of slide series "The
Sioux Indian of Yesterday."™ A group
of students may preview these 12
slides, practice 1eading the script,
possibly pre-identify items, and
then present the slides with one
student reading for the entire class.
Discussion of these parts of the
Sioux culture; i.e., games, house- -
hold tasks, warfare, music, should

ﬁ_ﬂuh,.ﬁi .-
Land was used for common good of ,uwmﬂﬁwwgﬁm,aaamﬁm of Student Reading
all - not owned by individuals. _ . A -~ #2, "Land of the Dacotahs".
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THE FIRST AMERICANS - YESTERDAY AND TODAY

Understandings

- Attitudes

Activities

Spiritual nature of the Sioux was
elemental to all facets of their
“_,r...mn H.,m_ -

Avareness of the deep feeling of
these people for the world of
nature and deey faith expressed
in their daily living with the
Great Powers.

Show sound filmstrip Religion.

Class discussion should follow -
students may discuss similarities
and differences between the practices
and ideals shown and their own
religious practices.

ITI.

Conflict with white men was -
inevitable because of mutual
need of basic land resources.,

Importance of certain headmen of
the Sioux in dealings with the
gowernment.

Overview of Sioux conflict with white men - government.

Kecognition of man's need to
satisfy basic economic wants

and reasons for conflict between -

whites and Indians.

Introductory lecture on Indian vs.
white control of plains - student
Qa&mm included in notebook.

Teacher Resource #3, "Background
am Sioux - U.S. Government Conflict
in 1800's",/ ,

Divide class into three groups giving
each student in the group a copy

of a biographical sketch of Sitting
Bull, Red Cloud, or Crzzy Horse

taken from Famous Indians. Groups
summarize achievements of the leader
cach studied and discuss for entire
groupe

Pistribute copies of Student Reading

#% "The Ending Went On and On," and

discuss this in class.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E\.
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THE FIRST AMERICANS - %@@%ﬁﬁﬁﬁg,hsa,éagﬁﬁ

Understandings

Attitudes

Activities

There is a definite cultural
cleavage between the Sioux
and white way of life.

There are basic similarities in
the needs and goals of all men.

Awareness of the differences which
the Sioux encountered in trying
to adapt to the new white way.

Consideration that our present
society could profit from adapta-
tion ém,masm,@w,ﬁSm Indian values.

@Hm&apsgﬁm copies aw Student ﬁmmgpﬁm
#6, "Cultural Cleavage Between the
Teton Sioux and Western zp<pggﬁmﬁﬁgg:

Students write in class a comparison
of one European value - Indian value.
Collect pictures to illustrate these
differences and similarities to be
included in group decoupage or
individual poster form.

aymasmm¢3mmméaaﬁmem@ﬁm@w émﬁzmm
in the whole- mw;;@. .

V. Problem of the Reservation - Qﬁjms g@Hcamﬁwaa.

Reservation system was forced

upon a people without consider-

ation of their e
spiritual needs.

eccnomic, social,

Current problems of health,
housing, employment, education
on reservation are in part
fostered by trap of
* paternalism. -

" governmental

Acknowledgement of administrative
mistakes. Massive public disin-
terest for the Indian.

Willingness to examine current

- conditions with a desire to
seek workable solutions to pre-
sent problems.

Presentation of overhead transparency
of maps showing "Reduction of.the
Great Sioux Reservation",

Distribute copies of Student Reading
#7y "The Plight of the American
Indian," to be read in class.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E\.
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Mmerican Indian's gumﬁmsam% and

;ngﬁ

The Sioux, Life and Customs of
a Warrior Society

Red Cloud's Folk

A m%cg#,ﬁﬁaaﬁmﬂym

Black Elk Speaks

Land of the Dacotahs

These Were the Siousx

The American Indian, Adapted
for Young Readers - From the
text by William Brandon for
The American Heritage Book of
Indians, edited by Alvin M.
Josephy, Jr.

Famous Hﬂgemzm, A ﬁQeHmaﬁHaﬁ of

Short Biographies
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THE FIRST AMERICANS, YESTERDAY AND TODAY

Resource Manual

Sue Odle _
‘Task Force on Minority Cultures
- Spring, 1970
- C.. Skjervold,. Project Administrator




Teacher Resource #1 to Accompany Transparency #.
MIGRATION -AND DIVISION OF THE SIOUX

The first mention of the Sioux in recorded history, about 1640,
placed the tribe in an area west of the Creat Lakes. At that time,
“the Sioux were. divided. into seven major bands or "Council Fires."’
‘Later, several of these bands began migrating to the south and west,
and by the 18th century, part of the tribe had moved out onto the
Great Plains to claim as their own an extensive area of *the central
North American wilderness.. Ey the 19th century, lands occnupied bty

all the Sioux extended from the M1551551pp1 River as far west as the
~ Big Horn Mguntalns of Wyoming.

Ihig gradual movement westward of several of the bands resuii:zd
in the development of important cultural and dialectic dif‘erences
among the Sioux, and three great diVIE;DHS of the tribe socon came to
,he régagnlsed.- :

Thgiﬁﬁtéfﬂﬂr SANTEE alVJElan, speaking the Dakota dialezt,
comprised four of the original bands. The Santee remalnad hlfaési
to -the criginal homeland just west of the N“salssibp; R_?ér, axnd
maintained much of the traditional culture, living in bark ~sveraed
- dwellings and praeticlng a mixed economy cf huntlng, m;.“lﬁgﬁ gath~ o 4
and horticulture. .

The mlddla, or YANKTON lelslaﬂ, speaking the Fakcta dialect was
‘comprised of two of the original bands who moved farther west to settle
throughout a large area ‘east of the Missouri River where they practiced
an economy combined of fishing and river botitom horticulture with twice
Yearly buffalo hunts on the Great Plains west of the Misscuri River.
From their neighbors of the Missouri River area, they adopted varied
etyles of shelter - the tipi and the earthlodge, the laiter z wooden
beaméd eurth-covered structure.

The western af TETGN d;v;s;an, Eﬁeaklng the Lakaga dialé g, ?ﬂd

Mlsseurl Rlver and aut anta the Great Plalns whére they bafaﬂé Lo maéiﬂ
tipi dwellers, the classic horse-riding, buffalo hunters of the Flains.
The Teton rapidly developed & culture quite different from their eastern
relatives and soon became the largest of the Sioux divisions, with a

- population eventually totaling more than that of the other two divisicns
combined.

Gradit.

This material was taken from information displayed at the Sioux
Indian Museum and Crafts Center, 1002 St. Joe Street, Rapid City,
South Dakota.

S0:img
Task Force



~Student Reading #1

THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SI0UX

Away beyond the dawn of history, in the morning of mankind, the
irst American came out ¢f the west across the strait that was t@ be
1own as Bering, looked upon the land, and saw that it was good. That
was perhaps twenty=five thousand ycars ago.

e

=

£

. Gradually, probably in small successive waves, the first Amcricans
- crossed from the Asian mainland and spread south and cast until both
southern and norincrn portions of the continent were occupied by a
thinly spread population. A new land, rich in game and temperate of
climate compared to the icy wastes of Siberia, it must have secmed a
veritable paradise to these Stone Age discovercrs, who scigntists be-
lieve were the founders of the numerous Algonquian race, which still
peoples castern America and scattered portions of the West.

Then, whéﬂ the Algonguians had made their way over the great empty
land, a second Asian influx poured across Bering Strait and grappled with
the first ﬂlEGGV%IEZ_. This second wave, made up of the people we know
today as Eskimos, fought long and bloody wars with the Algonquians over
the whole longth and breadth of Canada, yet in the end were only partially
successful in driving the Algonquians before them.

And in the time of Jesus of Nazareth came the third and mest savage
thrust of all. Trom the slopes of the Himalayas across the narrow straits
swept the Athapascans, fierce, warlike, intractablc. They attacked
Algongquians and Eskimos alike for hundreds of years, exterminating or
intermarrying with lesser tribes until they had become the most widely
scattered stock in America. The Navahos and Apaches were of this race,
whosc depredations ceased only when they had at lagt been ahsa:bed by
~the peoples they had conquered.

From these Asian invasions, and lesser ones, have come the hundreds
of American Indian tribes, with the sixty linguistic stocks and hundreds
of dialectic variations which we know today. ' '

There havz been men in the v11ley of the Uppér Missouri for
centuries. How long, it is impossible to determine, for there has
been little archeological research performed in. the northern plains.

Ethnologists are able to place the Missouri Valley tribes in their
proper relationship by determining that they belong, for the most part,
to a common linguistic stock. Yet their relationship is so lost in the
mist of time that such related Siouan peoples as the Crows, the Mandans,
and the Hidatsas—groups which had split from the parent stem—fought
long and bitterly with their brothers. To the ethnologist these are
Siouan peoples, but to history, and perhaps to themselves, only those

of the Dacotah nation are known as Sioux.



Ml

It was the Chippewas of the Wisconsin forests who named the Sioux.
Nadowe=-is-iw, they called them, meaning scrpents or enemies. dJean
Nicolet, one of the first French explorers to visit the Chippewas'
country, brought back word of their fierce neighbors, and Paul Le Jeune's
Relation of 1640 the first written mention of the Dacotahs appears in
the corrupted French form of Nadawéa—alcux, which was 1&tar shortened
to Sioux.

Their own name for themselves meant something quite different,
Dacotah means frlendﬁ_ar allies—=a name which the Chippewas, who suffered
greatly at their hands, quite naturally found inappropriate. When the

Chippewas, who lived to thE east of the Sioux, first met white men and
acquired guns, they turned upon their ancient foes and drove them west-
ward through Wisconsin and Minnesota out onto the rolling grasslands of
the Upper Missouri Valley.

Siouan hunting parties, striking westward before the Chippewas
in search of new lands, came upon the carth lodges of the Arikaras
along the Missouri River and discovered the horses which were to g;ve
them domination of the northern pla;ngﬁ

That was in the middle of the elghte;nth century. In 1804k, fifty
years later, LLWlE and Clark found them already ranging west of the
Missouri, superbly mounted, their name feared by all the tribes of the
upper river valley.

When the Sioux first came into the land that was later to be known
as the Dust Bowl, no settler's plow had sunk its blade into the earth's
natural cover. Thirty millions of buffalo fed on the prairied grasses
that stretched away in the sunlight to the far horizons; innumerable
bands of antelope, o2lk, and deer bounded over the plains; wild fowl
and game existed in such numbers as to seem incredible today, were it
not that their plentitude is. established by written records of the
first explorers. :

Plaing with all the ne;e,gltles af éXlSt;EEE; Flesh for ;mmed;ata
cooking, dried meat and fat for pemmican and other foods were only the
obvious uses to which the bison was put. Heavy robes, made from the
buffalo's thick hide, were the Indian's winter covering and his bed;
in summer, the hides, tanned and with the hair removed, served him as
a sheet or light blanket and made leggings, hunting shirts, mocecasins,
and women's apparcl. His tipis were made of dressed cowhide;  light
airy, warm, and comfortable, they werc perhaps the most efficient.
mavabl; houses ever invented. The hide of a tough old bull, stretched
over a light frame of green willows, made the famous bullboat with which
the Indian transported his family, goods, and gear across the rivers;
while the thick hide that guarded the buffalo's neck was shrunken into



|

a circular shieid that could turn the sharpest lance or arrow.
Trunks and boxes to contain the Indians' smaller possessions were

made from the raw hide of the buffale, with the hair shaved off; sledge
runners for their dog-drawn sleds were made from the rib bones; hoes
and axes were made from the shoulder blades; tools for dressing hides
came from the ribs and cannon bones. The hoofs of the Eiéan, boiled,
ade a glue for feathering their arrows and cementing their arrowhen ds,
the hair of the 1ﬁ;mal furnished them with soft Qu:hlana and padd;ng
for their saddles the long black beard served as an ornament for their
clothing, Sthldg, or quivers. Bone for needles and sinew for thread
and bowstrings also came from the buffalo's bulky body, while the long
horns, peeled and polished, made ornaments, spoons, and ladles. The
grg;n hldg af thu animal was @metlmus used as a récéptasle in which to

buﬁkétg Thg skin of the buffala 5 h;ﬂd lgg, cat aff betWEeﬁ the hock
and the pastern, made a tough boot or moccasin; long brushes to keep
off flies and other troublesome insccts were made from the tail; and
saddlecloths; knife sheaths, quivers, bow cases, gun covers, and scores
of other miscellansous arcicles, all indispensable to the prairie red
man, came from the bison's massive framework.

Along the timbered river bottoms where there were wood, water,
and shelter, or perhaps out on the open prairie in summer, the tipi
villages of the Sioux began to cover the plains country, once they
hed. acquired the horse and begun to follow the migrations of the buffalo
uords which formcd their main subsistence. The breeding scason of the
bison was: in summer, from June until early September, and as spring -

came each year to the Pfalrles the males and femalcs——separated during
the w1nter months—mingled in vast seething herds for the matlng season.

o The roaring and bellowing of the bulls, the Gliékigg and battering
- of horns and skulls and forefeet as they battled with éich'éther in’thé

Their savage stampings and the wild, rank ox-reck af the;r Ehaggy
bodies made their presence known tens of miles away, where Siounan
tuffale hunters saddled and bridled in haste to slay the meat supply
that would sustain them through the long winter months when the bison
had drifted southward and the land lay blanketed in snow. For with
the coming of September, in The-TimesWhen-the-Wild-Plums-Ripen, the
buffalo ceased their bellowings of lust, the herds separated once
again into groups of males and fecmales, and a few wecks later began
theidr long annual migration southward, to be secn no more in large
numbers on the northern plains until the following spring.

Slow, ‘and clumsy as were these great beasts, it was neverthelcess
no simple feat to bring onc to earth from the back of a racing pony by
mecans of a hurled lance or a hastily aimecd flint-tipped hunting arrow.
Mothing could stand before the terrible stampede of a buffalse herd; a
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driving, compact mass of horned might that crushed everything in its
path. The individual bull stood five to six feet high at the hump of
his shoulders and measured ten to twelve feet from nosc to tail tip:
two thousand pounds of ill-tempered, shaggy-coated, dim-sighted fury
that might turn in an instant and disembowel horsec and rider with a
single lunge and toss of his foot-long horns.

Even the Siouan hunters, cunningest of the buffalo-hunting peoples,
vreferred to employ strategen where rossible in pitting their strength
against the bison. There were Indian bowmen who could drive a hunting.
arrow clear through the bulky body of a buffalo bull, but the more
common and more cffective methods were to drive the animals over a stecp

. precipice where hundreds of them would be killed or disabled, and to
construct huge pens into which they might be driven and dispatched at
leisure. :

i

: . { .
In late fall, when the summer's hunting and foraging were ended
- and the hgrsesdraWﬁ-travais_had been laden with great bags and blocks
of pemmican and other Toodstuffs, the village sought somc timbered river

bend for a winter camp.

It was a colorful pageant: pack horses, heaped high with camp
duffel; old men, women, and children, some mounted, others afoot;
mounted warriors with lances and marching police to keecp order along
the moving column; great herds of horses strung out for iniles along
the procession, with the shrill barks of hundreds of yapping dogs
adding to the din and confusion. All moved slowly across the rolling
plain toward the spot selected for winter quarters. At night, in the
pitched camps, there was visiting and dancing and wooing; the blue,
bitter smoke of campfires and the savory smell of buffalo meat rose
from the cooking pots; and they were merry at the cnd of the march,
for it was a good life. : , .

As the dark of evening decpencd, some famed teller of tales or
elderly tribal sage would gather the young people of the village about
“him and instruct them in the ancient ways of their people or in the
Siouan logends that had been handed down Trom generation to generation.
With the wonderful memory of the unlattered, these tribal storytellers
were able to pass on legends whose form and content. remained virtually
unchanged as they passed from the lips of father to son and from son
to grandson through the years. Goography, history, domestic science,
natural history, manual arts, civil government, and the arts of warfare
and the chase were ably taught among the Siouan peoples. Not by the
rote of the classroom, it is truc, but by the force of living speech
and practical example. And there was ‘always a' tale of the olden time
to climax the evening's instru%ti@na ’

Credit:

‘\ﬂ

Iixcerpted from the beok Land Qf'theupagétah§rby Bruce Nelson, pp. 8-16.
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Student Reading #2
LAND OF THE DACOTAHS

The law of property among the Indians, founded as it was on a
communal basis, with no provision for the privatc ownership of land,
was one of the many causes of the frcgquent clashes between white man
and red. No man or family could own land outright; it was allocated
‘or appropriated according to the needs of each—and held only so long
as good use was made of it. Thus the land belonged to no man or tribe
to sell or give away, and the misunderstandings that arose from the
two opposing views of property often brought warfare in their wake.

The fault lay principally with some of the early white settlers who
sought to foster the idea of chiefs or kings after the Eurcpean fashion.
This made possible the acquisition of the Indians' lands by a means which
would later appear valid in az whitce man's court; the signature of the
chief, or king, would be sufficient. Indian chiefs, in reality, possessed
no power save that which they might exert through the force of their
own characters and wisdom. They were clected, usually, for their wise
heads, but, their followers werc not bound to abide by their sage counsel.

White men, knowing this fact well, were nevertheless gquite willing
to bribe minor chieftains to cede lands which they did not own, merely
for the sake of having a document that would appear to be a proper
transfer. Once the transfer was made, the military stood ready to en-
force it, and the Indian hdd no recourse save to fight. And in war he
was fully as hgn@rablc a foe as his white brgtherﬁ

" Much absurd fiction has been written of the red man's savage
cu:tams aﬂd bﬁrbaraus tertur&sg Th: cugtamg @fzscalping and tcfturiﬂg
béfare the c@m;ng of thé whltes, but lt was thp whlta man wha sgr?ad
them far and wide. English and French offered bounties to the Indians
fcr each other's scalps. Among the tribes of the Upper Missouri
prisoners were seldom tortured, although the dead bodies of fallen enemics
were usually scalped or, in certain tribes, slit from hip to knee with
a hunting knife that they might be disgraced in the Land of the Ghosts.

_ Crime of any sort was rare among the Sioux. Murder for gain was
virtually unknown among them. The pangs of hunger drove none of.them

to theft, for the door of every lodge was open to whoever would enter,
and any person could help himself to food from the great kettles which
stood rlways full and bubbling. But there were few who had need to
practice this methed of securing food, for the only personal property
recognized by the Sioux—and all they needed for successful living— _
could be had by any mansy a horse, a weapon, and a lodge. And the harge,
which was most important, could always be acquired by st alth from some
enemy pasture.

Horse=-stealing was considered eminently respectable by all the
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plains tribes; hence stealing is scarcely the prover word. The position
-of an Indian wha was able to steal horses from an cnemy was Precisely
that of a yresent- -day businessman wb@‘is adext at stealing customers

from a rival firm: he would be honored and promoted. BRut white men,
applying their own standards of moral conduct to the Indlan, called

him a thiaf when he ;tcl% their horsess

Had the Indian und;rzt@ad that the whltg man canmldercd him a ﬁhl;f
he would have becn quick to resent the glur, for thicves were given shart
shrift among his people, and he would not for a roment have considered
stealing from a member of his own tribe or nation. As is always the
case with separate cultures, red man and whitc looked at Eaﬂh other
across vast gulfs of mutual miscomprehension.

The variety and abundance of the Indians' harvest, it may be con-
Jectured, made certain that the women would not lack homework, but the
popular belief that they were abused drudges, suffering lives of slavery
and maltreatment under their lazy .and improvident husbands; is far from
a true one. The manufacture of household implements, as well as the
strenuous duties of the chase and protection of the tribe from attack,
fell to the men. Tribal taboos against men's performing women's work
were strong, just as they are today among white persang, and the province
of the Indian woman was the home and garden.

The bolief that Indian men werc lazy is largely an outgrowth of
the fact that few white mem—Jliterate ones at any rate——saw the Indian
in his native state, before his way of 1life had vanished and his ancient
Qééu?&tiéﬂg disappeared. With the destruction of the buffalo, the fencing
in of the lands, and the reduction of the Indians to reservation status,
vhey found themselves suddenly without the work they had done since time

immemorial,

While the women's work—the home and pardemr—remained, the men
loafed about with little or nothing to da, for they were unable to
adapt themselves quickly to the white man's ways. But it was not
always soj they had dignity and pride of achievement once, and so
did their womankind.

The Indian husband had little authority over the person of his
she could leave him at will if he mlstrgatéd her. Their

wifes; e -
Tribﬁl

marrlﬁges WGre much thb same ag are. faund 1n mad;rn QQGthya

1mpartant caurses gf ﬁthQﬂf in chgr wards, Indlan WGmen had the
vote -at least two centuries before their white sisters. .

So the great Sioux Nation, numbaring more than fifty thousand
people, lived in harmonious conceord with nature and their wild environ-
ment all along the rich valley of the Upper Missouri. For three
quarters of a century after they hud become subjects of Louis XIV they
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made their slow way westward from the Minnesota forests into a land
where no white man had ever sct foot. They hunted the buffalo, prayed
to their tribal gods, and dancéd their tribal dances as they had done
for generations, paying little heed to the fact that they had 1egal1y
bE:Qme Frenchmen. ’

Credit:

Excerpted from the book Land of the Daltotahs by Bruce Nelé@ﬂ,
PP. 22~33. | -
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Student Reading #3

FOREWORD

This account of the family life of the Sioux bsy was
written by Mari Sandoz, a woman who was born and brought up
in Nerthwestern Nebraska. She remembers the Sioux warmly
and tells of these Indians as she remembers them from her
childhood when they were her neighbors. :

4 New One IS,Béfﬁ

Ey the time I was seven or eight I had begun to sense =a special
kind of individual responsibility among the Sioux, not only for oneself
‘but for the family, the band, the whole tribe. Then one morning I saw
something of the start of this. A small girl from the camp across the
road came tapping shyly at our door, motioning to me. ,

"Ahh, I have .a brother too now," she whispered, her dark eyes on
the baby astride my hip. '"He is just born." :

I pushed the oatmeal back on the gtave, ‘glanced t@ward the stable
where Mother was milking our cow and hurried across the road as fast
as I could, my brother bobbing on my side. I slowed up at the smoky
old canvas tipi, shy, too, now, but I did peer into the dusky interior
where an Indian woman bent over the new baby on her lap. At the noise
of our excitement, the tiny red-brown face began to pucker up tighter,
but the mother caught the little nose gently between her thumb and fore-
finger and with her palm over the mouth, stopped the crying. When the .
baby began to twist for breath, she let go a little, but only a 1ittle,
~and at the first sign of anather ery, she shut off the air again, erooning
a soft little song az she did this, a growing song of the Plains Indians,
to make the boy straight-limbed and strong of bcdy aﬂd heart as the

grandsan of Bad Arm mugt ben

I watched the mother enviously. Our babies always cried, and 50
I had to ride them on my hip, but I knew that none of our small Indian
friends made more than a whimper at the greatest hurt, even falling from
the high limb of a tree. Now I saw what an old woman had tried to. ex-
plain to me. During the newborn minutes, that newborn hour, Indian
children, boy and girl, were taught the first and grcatest lesson of
their lives: that no one could be permitted to endanger the people
by even one cry to guide a roving enemy to the village or to spoil a

*A note to the reader: Vocabulary words are found at the end of this
reading. : '
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hunt that could mean the loss of the winter meat for a whole band or
even a small tribe. In return the child would soon discover that all
“the community felt an equal responsibility toward him. Every fire
became like that of his parents, welcoming the exploring, the sleepy

or injured toddler. Every pot would have a little extra for a hungry
boy, and every ear was open to young sorrow, young joys and aspirations.
I alsoc knew that never, in the natural events of this small boy's life,-
would he be touched by a punishing-adult hand. If he grew up like the
Sioux of the old hunting days he would be made egual to the demands of
his expanding world without any physical restriction beyond -the confines
of the cradleboard, I still remember the closed, distant faces of the
Sioux when I was whipped for staying aut to watch the heyoka in the
thuuderstarm arid at other whippings s« well.

The American Indian considered the wiiites a brutal people who treated
their children like enemies—playthings, toc, vcoddling them like pam-
pered pets or fragile toys, but underneath like enemies to be re&tra;ned
bribed, spied on and punished, or as objects of competition between the
parents, sometimes even to open quarrelings and worse over them. The
Indians believed that children so treated could only grow up dependent -
and immature pets and toys, but with adult wills and appetltes to be
induliged—-grow up designing, angered and dangerous enemies within the
family circle, to be appeased and fought and be defeated by, perhaps
even murdered. : The Indians pointed to the increasing lawlessness and
violence of the young people of the white man, a violence that was often
turned against their elders. Such a thing was unknown among the tribes
in the old days and very rare up lo the recent expropriating days, when
thé reservations into an alien society. Usually untrained and perhaps
practically illiterate, they have drifted into hopeless tent and shack

. communities around the small towns and to the slums of cities like
Chicago, with very few jobs open to them anywhere. '

His Second Parents

By custom every son and daughter, too, was provided with a second
father and mother at birth—usually friends of the blood parents, or
some relatives outside of the immediate family. The second father of
a boy was often selected partly for excellence as hunter, warrior; horse
catcher, band historian,; holy man who listened and advised, or medicine
mam—either healer or one learned in rites and ceremonials. Still
earlier the man m;ght have been a maker of arrows, spears or shields,
an outstanding runner or gifted in decoying and snaring animals. His
wife, the second mother, was preferably known as warmhearted, and fond
af bayg érgund the t;pi, thé 1@dge= Scmetime the yauth shawed a

be selegted one glited in th;s new béﬂt Dr,;f the puhérty dream was
of thunder, a heyoka might be added as a sort.
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In Lhee;acani‘ﬁ@ihgféEngﬁgf the boy could tease and laugh in a way
improper-in -his own home. He could-talk freely, so long as it vwas re—

spectful. He newver used- prafanity, however, for the Sioux language

had no such words, and no obscenities except -that-practically any word .
could be made obscene by gross exaggeration. Sex was not a thing of
shame or for snickers and embarrassment, although in a prolonged battle
Sioux women -sometimes. taunted enemy - warrlaf with gestures and shouted
words indieating they were not men fit for tne women @f the: Siocux.

And when a bcy like- Ycuﬁg One. across the road-went to war, whether
in the 0ld days against the Pawnees or the Crows, or later, to the
Pacific or Korea, the women of his second home c@uld show emotion and
cry out, "Be careful, our brother!' and.'Be. careful, our son!" His
"blood mcther conld agly stand .off and siug the brave heart song for
him. I"3aw this done~-as late as World War II, while an old holy man
made medicine up on a hill for the safe retu;n of these-modsern warriors.

of the Siauxn

I recall seeing the second father of the new haby ‘across the road
that first day, his white teeth shining “n the sun with what ceemed the
same happy pride as the actual fatheris. That cevening the little gEroup
of men smoked in the late sunlight and-talked of other days of birth,
and how the future was planned then, their werds clarified by an
occasional bit of sign talk because our father sat among them, passing

“his sack of Big Bale tobacco around. At the tivis lue wéﬁéﬂ bent over
the cooking fires, boiling lamb's~-quarters zad muchrcoms they had
gathered and frying grouse the men shot that afternosn, wih Indian
bread, fried, too, and stewed ‘goosebherries Irom our garden. Tre black-
ened aaffeepcts sent up a fine smell, zad bIne threads of fire smoke.
trailed off _into. tha=§unllght above -the shadcwing river valley.

In June a Dad hailstorm up on Pine Ridge Reservation in.Seuth
Dakota pounded:-the poor little corn patches and the pgardens in the creek
bends into the earth, so these friends returned to our region and stayed
around. mast ‘of the summer, until potato-pickirg time in Gct@ber to make
a little cash money. For a couple of weeks the wagons wers gone from
across the read and the nights seemed empliy witlhout the pleaaant nogte® ot
drumming of Bad.Arm as he "threw his mind bacl' to the old days of his
youth along the Powder River and the Tengue and the Rosebud. The Indians
had pushed into ‘the s sand hills to gather chokecherries, sand cherries
and wild plums. They picked up all the gmLi *ey could iind, too, the
extra meat to be dried for winter. even if i{ was jackrabbit, snared

and trapped bécauae,g;rtrldgas were very scarce. Rabbilt was not the

sweet, fat buffale—that once bulged the fﬁlﬂfﬂg pa;;teﬂ.ya:flgahg<§asgs«:ﬁ
w1th§anﬂugh§drl d 'meat™tao_carry the Indians through the longost winter..
Fall would bring-ducks_and _geese but rabhit was.available- in the-hot,

drying time—of summer and would .taste- -pratty good. boiled with pTalrle
ingn ln the kéttla4thsse manths when the-blizzard roared arcund their

ks-and the tecth _got lang_and the belly_lean.




The women roasted some of the dried meat and pounded it with
chokecherries and then stuffed this wasna, this pemmican, hot, into
flour-sack casings instead of the buffalo bladders of the old days.
It was a flne caﬂgén;r teﬁ f@cﬁ, gri;ty t@ the teath fr@m the grushéi

p1ﬂ351ﬁg t@ tbe Dld t1m9rs llke Cantr@ry, wha =1} ﬁwallen eyes watered
a 11ttle in remembering. '

By -the time Young One was six weeks old he was little trouble to .
anyone, either in the cradleboard propped against a tipi pole or riding
a mother's back while she went about her work. .He would be up there
some of the time until he was a year old or more, out of harm's way,
seeing all-the world from the high place and unpossessed by the mother's

~eyes. DBefore Young One was two nmonths old it-was.decided. he must swim,
"before he forget it," the older mother told us, by signs. I took my
baby brother down to see this., The woman carried Young One into a quister
spot along the riverbank and with her hands under the chest and belly,
she eased the boy into the shallow, tepid water until it came up around
him. Then, .suddenly, his sturdy legs began to kick and his arms to
flail out. The next time he lasted a little longer, and by the third .
or fourth time the woman could take her hands away for a bit while he
held his head up and dog paddled for himself.

Winter babies, boys or girls, who couldn't be taught to swim
early, were thrmwn intD panﬂ; or riVPr holes in the Epring by the

while the peaple were f1331ng frem enemies or a buffala stampgdeg

The young Indian learned to make his own decisions, take the
responsibility for his actions at an incredibly early age. When the
baby began to crawl no one cried, '"No, No!' and dragged him back from
the enticing red of the tipi fire coals. Instead, his mother or anyone
near watched only that he did not burn up. '"One must learn from the bite
of the fire to let it alone,'" he was told when he jerked his hand back,
whimpering a little, and with tear-wet face brought his burnt finger
to whoever was near for the soothing. The boy's eyes would not turn
in anger toward the mother or other grownup who might have pulled him
back, frustrated his natural desire to test, to explore. His anger
was against the pretty coals, plainly the source of his pain. He would
creep back another time but more warily, and soon he would discover
where warmth became burning. B

A Part of His Village

From birth the young Sioux was in the midst of the adult world.
There was only one room in the lodge, and only one out-of-doors. Back
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when he was small his cradlsboard cften hung on a tipi pole or a meat
rack, the wind swaying him drowsily, while the children played and raced
and sang arcund him and one of his mothers or frequently several women
workasd nearby, busy with the meat or the hides or perhaps beading the
régalla of the men.

But the little Sioux had toc learn some use of his legs this summer.
He spent more and more time on the ground, perhaps on a robe or soft
Dut often alone, free to discover his body now and begin to get
scipline in the natural way, as he must be free to take his ideals
irations f{rom the precepts and EXEmpng of those around him.

"’d m
e

When the thrust of the boy's growing legs tock on insistence, one
of the fathers or perhaps an uncle lay on his back and held the baby
srect for a short walk up his stomach and chest, aughing hard at the
sburdy push of the legs, shouting that this was a warrior son, this was
a great and powerful hunter. Perhag the man was a young war chief, or,
if older, just out of the evening ccuncil circle where any toddler could
approacn the headmen unhindered. He could see them smoking quietly,
deliberating the common problems of today and tomorrow or planning
ceremonials and hunts, perhaps selecting the warrior society to police
the village for the next moon, and protect it from disturbances inside
and out., The boy could hear the crier, always some old and very judicious
and respected man, hurry through the camp with any news or with warnings
of danger, or of a anunt coming up, perhaps carrying in: -zation sticks
to a feast or a celebration, or proclaiming the council's decisions.

And they were decisions, not orders, for no Sioux could tell anyone '
what to do. The only position a Sioux inherited was his. membership in
the tribe. He became a leader, a chief because some were willing to
follow him and retained his position anly as long as the following re-
mained.

In the old days the small children traveled in their cradleboards
or in 'skin sacks hung to the saddle, w;th other such sacks containing
.special bé¢@nglngs—ﬁflngry and regalia, a hard-tc-replace pot, perhaps;
and seasoning and medicinel herbs, so many sacks that a woman's horse
might look like some short, thick, fruit-hung branch. Older children
sometimes rode on .the pony drags in willow cages that hellvd keep them
from falling out during naps or in flight from attacking enemies. Often
an old man or woman was with them, one too feeble for a long ride on a
horse or to run. But now and then even the gentlest travois horse took

~fright and ran away perhaps at the smell of a mountain lion or the flutter
of a white petal blown from a giant thistle poppy, horses being what
. they are. Tie Lrav:::.u and its occupants might be scattered over the
prairie, the willow cage turned upside down. It was very funny and
generally only thé women were concerned, the young people and the old
men laughing hard to see it, those inside the cage, too, if they weren't
hurt too much. :

The young Sioux rode carly. Sometimes before he could walk he was




carried:/ beh;nd his father, clinging to the rawhide gtz;ng of the man's
breechclout. He learned to climb up the foreleg of an old mare like a
tree, mauﬁtlng on the right side as the grown Indians all did, the_man
with the bow in his left hand when he leaped on, out of the way, and
leaving the right hand free to draw the bow-string fast.

In the old days Young One would have watched the war parties depart,
the women singing them out upon the prairie, and then saw the men come
back, perhaps with some missing, the bereaved keening their sorrow in
the night. Afterward there might be a victory dance and feasting, the
small boys pushing up among the standing legs to see the honnring, too,
and later perhaps noticing the warm.glances of the maidens for the young
warriors, and laughing, as small boys do. Young One would have heard
other exceptional services sung through the village—a successful hunt
when meat was scarce, a disecase ravaging the veople stopped, a treaty
made for pwace and better times. ' o :

Irs
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His,Teaéh

Frgm back before he understood the woids or the wisdom, the yaung
Sioux heard the hero tales of his people told around the evening fires,
but in his early years he learned most from the other children. ' They
took joy in showing him all their knowledge, and in Prﬁcticing the
latent parent. lying deep in everyone, eager to care for any small
creature or being around. But he learnecd much, perhaps most, from tha
scorn and laughter of these peers,; and from another boy's flst in his
face. Eventually he ‘discovered haw to avoid some of thé laughing, and
the blaws, or to fend them off. : )

Whéﬂ Bad Arm, the man who had once carried me home from the plum
thicket, was asked if there wasnu't injustice in this discipline by
children he drew on his old pipe awhllea All life was injustice, he
~thought. Lightning found the good man and the bad; sickness carried
no respect for virtue, and luck flitted around like the spring butterfly.
"It is good to learn this in the days of the mother's milk. Discipline
from the young comes as from the earth and is accepted like hunger and
weariness and the bite of winter cold. Coming so, it hatches no anger
against the grown-up ones, no anger and hatred to sit in the heart like
an arrow palntéd to shoot both ways.! :

I remembered what the Young One would learn scon— that his grand-
father, Bad Arm, was from the finest of Sioux lines, the old Man,
Afraid of His Horse people, prominent long before the Indians had horses,
when the family was headed by Man (the Enemy Is Even) Afraid of His Dog,
the dog changed to horse later, perhaps because the new creature was
called big-dog when it became the warrior's accompanying animal. The
Man, Afraid name was handed down clear into the reservation days by
sorgs through the village when a son or a nephew grew into the proper
charaster and prominence. . This line has been called the Adams family
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of the American Iudian, brave andéd wisc in war ané in the esunecil,

peacetul, judicious and responsible, medesl and incorruptible. Back

in 1854 Man, Afraid of His Horse was asked fe beceme theo head chief
n 1

[
for the whites after Licutcnant Grattan turned his cannon on the govern-
ment-elevated Conquering Bear, whose death scaffield had stood on oux
home place for many years afterward, the Indians teold us. Man, Afraid
was promised fine presents and great power, but he told the government
men sternly that the Sioux had no head chief. Instead, there was a
council of headmen selected for regular, specificd terms by the people,
who retained the right to throw them one or all from their high place
at any time. The white man's presents and power were not for him.

Ruefully he reminded them that thc man they killed had been in their
high position barely three years. ''It secms that the whites grow

tired of their chiefs very quickly."

o
H

So the young Sioux learned frem his peers, learned from their com-
panionship, their goodness and the power of their ridicule, the same
ridicule he saw used against those in highest position sometimes, for
even great war leaders bowed in humiliation before concentrated laughter.
And he saw men and women of his people walk in dignity through the village
- circle, the peaceful, orderly village where normally one heard no
quarreling in tipi or outside, none cxcept after the white man's fire-
water came. In the old days the wiser chiefs kept the whisky wagons
out of their camps and took their young warriors away from the white
man's trails, from the trading posts. The occasional unruly youth or
older one was called aside by some well-respected man, perhaps from

»a troublemaker's warrior society. The next time there was public
ridicule, particularly from the women and girls and often from the
Contraries. If necessary a humiliating lash of the bow across the
shoulders was administered by the village police for all to see. Next
his lodge might be torn down, and finally there was ostracism for a
Year or two, even as many as four. The driving out was done formally,
by decision of the council, the man escorted to the edge of the village
with his lodge, if he had one, and his other goods lcaded on the poles
and dragged by an old horse. Anybody who wished could follow the

a new camp, particularly if the verdict seemed unjust. But if there
was only one man and perhaps his family he went in great danger, for
the tracks of a lone traveler, a lone tipi apparently wandering were
soon stalked by enemies for the ecasy scalps, easy horses and weapons
that would bring no reprisals. In any case the ostracism was a sad
thing, a community faiiqreg and often the women keened as for a death
while the driven-out departed and grew small on the prairie.

"It is better to use ridicule early—to keep the young on the good
road,'" Bad Arm and the heyoka agreed, telling me that in this, had I
been a Sioux, I should have had a real place, for ridicule from the
girls and the women stings like the yellow-striped hornet.

In the old buffalo days the very young Sioux learned to snare and
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taught him to sharpen his nose and his ec: thn=
drawn into the hunting games as he was those of the

b=
ball, running and jumping contestz, tag, snow
and alwzy: wrestling and horsc racing, the boys ri
small *they seemed like soms faur—F@ctLd creature ¢
and b/.ck. Young one would have scoen the men pile the (s 2
at the betting stak: bofore the horses were whipped h@m; u1th dust and
whooping. He would have learned to ride in a dead run while hanging to
the far side of his pony with a moccasin toe over the back, a hand twisted
into the mane, ready for war. He would have been along in raids against
e¢nemy horse herds as a young white man might study his father's methods
raiding a competitor's customers.
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As the boy grew he ran with his village kind as yourg antelope run
together. He teased the girls, grabbed bits of meat from the drying
racks when he was hungry. He went to watch ths clder youths and young
men stand in their courting blankets at this tipi or that one for a
few words with the young daughter and could hardly wait until he, too,
was a man. He imitated t warriors and ran their errands, hoping to
be asked out on a raid, as'was done for promising hoys, particularly
by the war society. of a father or an uncle, much as a white youth would
be eased toward his father's fraternity, and often with little more
bloodshed. Except in a few tribal struggles for hunting grounds.
Plains Indian fights were scarcely more dangerous than a hard-fought
football game. The first-zlass coup—striking an enamy with the band,
the bow or the coup stick without harming him—was the ‘highest war
achievement, more important than any scalp.

Occasionally the boy was taken out on night guard of the village
and the horse herds, or to scout the region for unauthorized war parties
trying to slip away, endangering themselves and perhaps the village ‘
wifh avengiﬁg attiﬁkga An Indian wh@ gav; up the right t@ cry at birth

Understanding of the repgular ceremonials and rituals came gradually
to the young Sioux. Eventually he realized what old Contrary told us
through the interpretation of hl@ teenage gr anddaughter, who chesrfully
turned all the heyoka said around to its rightful meaning. The Sioux
camp of any size was always set in a circle because all sacred things
were round—the sun, the moon, the earth horizon, as one could plainly
see. Lven the tipis were round, and their openings as well as that of
the whole camp always faced the east, to welcome and honor the light that
brought the day and the springtime. But the simplest and perhaps the
most profound,ritual that the young Sioux saw was the most common. . The
first puff of the pipe at a smoking and the first morsel of food at a
meal were always cffered to the Great Powers—the earth, the sky and




the four directions, which i
arms. All things were a par
anyone could understand what

neluded everything that lay within their
t of thesze Powers, brothers in them, and
a brother was.

The Man Within the Youth

After his seventh birthday the Sioux boy never addressed his blood
mother or sister dircctly again, speaking to them only through a third
person. When he showed signs of coming manhood he was prepared for
his puberty fasting by men close to the Tamily, including some wise
and holy one. There were also holy women among the Sioux, advising
and officiating in many of thc rites with both men and women but not
for the puberty fasting, which was the youth's orientation into male=-
ness. When he was ready the boy was escorted to some far barren hill
and left there in breechclout and moccasins against the sun of day, the
cold of night, without food or water. The ordeal was to strip away every
superficiality, all the things of the flesh, to prepare for a dreaming,
a vision from the Powers. Usually by the third or fourth day the
youth had dreamed and was brought down, gaunt and weak. He was given
a few drops of water at a time and some food, but slowly, and after he
was restored-a little, and bathed and feasted, his advisors and the'
holy man tried to interpret the vision that was to guide him in this
manhood he was now entering.

Credit:

Evcerpted from These Were The Sioux, by Mari Sandoz, Hastings
Publishers, New York, 1961. _ ' L

S50:mg




Aspirations

Avenging

Breechelout

artrideges

Ceremonials

Competitors

Contrary

Coup

Cradleboard

Enticing

Expropriating

Frustrated
Gaagt
Heyoka

Humiliation

Interpretation

Judicious

Keening
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Definitions of Words From

These Were the Sioux

Ambitions, wanting to do something.

To get revengs for.

(Also called a breechcloth) A strip of material or
bucksknn about a foot whide and six feet long passed
between the legs and under the front and rear part

of a belt.

The casing which contains the gun powder for a firearm.

p

A set system of rites or rituals..

Th@&é who .are on the other side in a contest or match.
In a dream it was revealed to this man .that he must
do many things backward or the opposite of the usual
way. He might walk around his tipi on his hands, or
ride his horse facing backward.

A term used by the Plains Indians for a brave deed
or victory over an cenemy.

The enclosed hard backed wrapping in which the baby
was carried on the mother's backe.

To tempt with hope of reward.

To take something from its owner.

To prevent from achieving a goal.

Thin and b@ﬁyg

See contrary.

Te lower the pride or dignity of a person.
An explanation or translation.

Showing or having saund:judgéménta

A wail or prolonged moaning done by the Sioux women
to show sorrow at the time of death.

ILying hidden and undeveloped in a person or thinga



Orientation

Ostracism

Parfleche

Peers

Pemmican

Regalia

Ridicule

Superficialiby

Taunted

Tepid

Travois

Virtue

Vagers

Wasna

[
I~

To learn about & new situation.
To exclude from a group.

Term applied both to the rawhide and to the trunk
or suitcase type containers made from it.

A person of the same rank or ability - an equal.

Food made from dried meat pounded to powder and mixed
with melted fat. :

Fine clothes, finery, the decorations of a society.

To make a person the object of laughter, to make
fun of.

A feeling of anger and contempt.

To catch in a trap.

A sudden rush - as a herd of cattle or buffalo.
Showing only on the surface, shallow.

Made fun of.

‘3

oderately warm.

carrier pulled by a dog or horse made of twe long
poles with a platform attached.

Moral excellence, a good guality.
Bets.

Dried meat and choke cherries pounded together into
little caokes.



To Folleow Student Reading #3

M

Questions te Answer From

Ihés§rw§§§7th§ Sioux

Why were babies not allowed to cry?

Who might be the second parcents of the child? What did they do?
Why was it important that children knew how fg swim
Tiae, E4aux=chi;dr@ﬂ often sranli~d? Explain.

At what age did the Sioux child learn personal responsibility
for decisions?

Were the Sioux people given direct orders by their leaders? Explain.

Was discipline given by other children to the younger ones? Explain.

Did the Sioux of the carly times recognize one head chief? Explain.



I

9. After public ridicule, what was the severest form of punishment
for a member of the band who would not conform to accepted standards?

10. What was. the highest war achievement - more important than any
 scalp?

S0:img
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Student Reading #4&.
THE ENDING WENT ON AND ON ‘ s

In 1874 gold was discovered in the Black Hlllga After that the
Indian wars reached their. climax.

The Black Hills had becn guaranteed to the Sioux by the treaty
of 1368, which said that the Powder River country, including the Black
Hills, was to be theirs forever and that no white men should ever be
permitted to pass over this land or settle on it. But when the news
of the gold strike in the Black Hills spread, vrospectors stole in,
a few at first, then more and more. The Sioux protested. The Army
stepped in théﬂi It seized the miners and turned them over to a court.
But as not one was found guilty, they all came right back and brought
more prospectors with them.

Again the Sioux protested. And now the Government offered to buy
the mining rights. It would pay $#6,000,000 for them.

The Sioux laughed at the offer. More than that had already been
taken out of their Black Hills, they said. If the Great Father wanted
to buy their land and get rich, they wanted to get rich too. They would
not sell for less than $50,00C,000.

The Government saw that other means of persuasion would have to be
found. And now an order went out. The Sioux must come in and be "enrolled."

Most of the bands obeyed. But Crazy Horse of the Oglala, a warrior
famed for his recklessness, would not come in. Neither would Tatanka
Yotankay Sitting Buffalo, known to the Americans as Sitting Bull. He
was chief of the Hunkpapa division of the Teton Dakotas and one of the
most able, honest, and idealistic statesmen in Indian history. Sitting
Bull understood very well what was behind the order and sent back word:
"I have no land to sell. We do not want any white men here."

A second order went out. If Sitting Bull did not come in, the Army
would take drastic action against him.

"You can find me easily," Sitting Bull returned. "I will not run
aw::_ly - il

SD Pefguagian by means af the gun began. It was a difficult jab

Shcshznls wha had j@lﬂgd the whltc saldlers “to flght thalr Qld enemies
of the plalnsa :

In June 1876, General Gaarge Crook found the main body of unpersuaded
Sioux in the valley of Rosebud Creek in southern Montana. The General, "7
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who was leading 1,000 or so soldiers, was attacked by a more or less
equal number of warrlors. But the ground ¥ep. growing Indians. Croo's
could not hold his own against twcm and limped back to his base of
supplies to wait for more treops.

The Indians moved across the ridge to the next river west, the
Little Big Horn. There they set up a large camp made up of Crazy Horse's
people and Sitting Bull's people and allies from the o*her Sienv Aivisions
and the Cheyennes. -

Eight days after the battle with Crook, this camp was attacked on
a Sunday afternocon by a regiment of cavalry. The attack was defeated.
Crazy Horse, shouting, '"Today is a good day to fight, today is a good
day to die,'" led a rush that cut off half the attacking forces. ZIZvery
man in this surrounded group of cavalrymen was killed in a desperate,

blazing fight that lasted less than half an hour.

The Seventh Cavalry forces had been led by Lieutenant Colonel
Custer, who Aied in the battle along with more than 260 of his men.

So the defeat was, in effect, the end of the wars of the plains.
-Crazy Horse and Sitting Bull had lost by winning. TFor now troops harried
them without merecy, and the Indians had no means of keeping a standing
army in the field indefinitely. Yhey were separated into small bands
and were hunted down or driven into Canada. After terrible suffering,
Crazy Horse and his band laid down their arms. The Chief had been
promised that not a hair of his hedd would be touched, but:this promis:
was broken, and Crazy Horse was killed while trying to escape arrest.

“"They say we massacred Custer," he declared. "But he would have
done the same to us. We wanted to escape, but we were so hemmed in we
had to fight." :

The ending went on and on, like the dying wail of a death SONg.
It went on for years, while all the romance evaporated and the warriors
of the plains were seen to be not knights such as never were but only
bedraggled, scurrying creatures, hunted like fugitive convicts. So
they were turned over te jailers who knew how to handle tough prisoners.
And the greatest of warriors is no better than any weakling when he has
nothing to do but crouch under guard and watch his people starve.

Well, it all ended. Through the years it wavered away and ended.
The New York Herald was still calling for extermination in 1879, saying,
Wlhe continent is getting too crowded." But no one really took calls
for extermination by gun seriously any more. Starvation, disease, and
tough prison wardens were just as good anyway.

‘At the very end a religious .craze .seized the Indians. The religion
was brought to them by a Nevada Paiute named Wovoka. The'whites called




it the Ghost Dancc because it preached that the ghosts of dead Indis s
- were on hand to help the living Indians in their hour of despair.

great revival sprcad among the emotional pecoplc of the plains, an the
authorities were afraid the excitement might lead to riot and vi lence.
Sitting Bull was killed then while being placed under arrest.

Three days after Christmas in 1890, a unit of the Seventh Cavalry
arrested a band of some 300 Hunkpapa Sioux who were thought to be

dangerous. JTwo-thirds of them were women and children. The Indians
were held overnight and forced to camp in the center of a ring of 500
cavalrymen. Four Hotchkiss guns were set up and carcfully sighted in

on the Sioux camp. In the morning the troops formed a hollow sguare

with the Indian camp in the middle. Then they disarmed the Sioux men,

who were called out from the others to form a line. Somehow a disturbance
began., It is said.that someone fired a shot. In any case, the troops
quite suddenly opened heavy fire into the Sioux camp. The Sioux men

seem to have been shot down first and most of them were finished off

at once, or in a few minutes. But enough people attacked the soldiers
with their bare hands, or what weapons they still had, to kill 29
soldiers. The shooting went on as long as anyone, woman or child,
remained to be shot at. Some of the women were pursued as far as three
miles over the plains before they were caught and killed. A few are

said to have escaped. ’

There has been dispute about the total number of Sioux dead. The
military said there were no fewer than 200.

The massacre took place on Wounded Knee Creek in South Dakota.
The frozen dead were gathered up in wagoens and buried together in a
communal pit.

Credit:

1 Indian, adapted by Anne Terry VWhite,

Excerpted from The American
Pp. 160-162. TFrom the text by William Brandon for The American Heritage
ook of Indians. -
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Teacher Resource #2 and Student Reading #5
 ATTITUDES AND VALUES OF AMERICAN INDTIANS

This outline given in brief some of the attitudes and values of American
Indian Sﬁﬁlety, past and present. It should be understood that not all
Indians hold all or even some of the attitudos and values mentioned
below. Remember, too, that most Indians are in a state of transition;
thercefore, values and attitudes will reflect the dominant societies
influence as well as Indian influence.

(]
o

Attitudes

Cooperation: Oriented in the past in tribal and family structure
necessary for survival.

Competition: Indians tend to be non- -competitive as a result

6f holding the attitude of cooperation. Competition, however,

is acceptable between groups; i. 2., group sports.

Aggression: Indians dislike domineering, non-respectful dis-
regard for the rights of an individual. Non- -interfercnce with
others is a high priority. '

Material Outlook: Acquiring material good merely for the sake
of awn;rshlﬁ and status is not important to the Indian. Success
rests more in being recognized by others as being a good person '
than in acquiring things.
Generosity: The greater amount
the prestige - an attitude held

A.

of

by
be

giving to others, the higher
many tribes in ancient times.

II.

Vestige of this value can still
share what little they have and
at times.

Courtesy: In days of the past,
usually found- it unnecessary to
morning', '"how are you'', etc,

find this type of ''small talk" unimportant.
imply rudeness on the part of the Indian to the beholder.

is merely the outward manifestation of an old attitude.

seen among Indians today that
actually to their own detriment,

Indians among their own socicty
say. "hello", "good=by'", "good

Even today some Indians still

This should not
It

attitudes played an important role in the lives of ancient
Indians of many tribes and in this religion - the Chippewas
and the Sioux especially were directed in their lives by many

religious beliefs.
may still be held by the Indian.

Child~Rearing Practices

A.

Family Life

IE

gﬁ
to use physical V1alerce on
disciplinc.

Even today the remnants of these beliefs

Youngest child is deferred by siblings.
Little or no spanking - Indians traditionally do not like

their children as a means of

Religious
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N Discipline was achieved through non-corp.ral means such as
hé bogey-man or some other force outside the family.

rents, traditionally did not interfere in the child's life-
rocation choice since they were quite limited. Cholces were
left strictly up to the child. The parent perhaps would
give available advice but never used force. - This stems from
‘the attitude of non-interference in the actions of others
and in many tribes, this included- the children also.

-
\hu\

q

5. Parents do not like to hurt the feelings of a child (avoidance

A of conflict, an important Indian attitude).

6. The child is usually with the parents and siblings in all
situations. Homes are usually small, and traditionally
since Indian's dwellings were small the family remained
in close proximity to one another. -

7., There is a generul absence of praise since the children
had to do the right thirg at the right time if he vere to
survive outside the camp area. :

8. Parents usc withdrawal of attention as a form of discipline.
Indians, in general, use withdrawal as a form of disapproval
or to avoid conflict.

B. Child and Society
1. Peer pressure (refercnce groups)

a. At home/playmates, brother and sisters

b. At school
Pressure takes the form of teasing, rldlcullng, or aven
physical punishment when child puts himself above group
(showing off). '

2. Community Pressure

a. Gossip: Traditionally used in Indian communities as
a means of disciplinc. Scemingly it is still used as
a social check in the Indian communities today.

b. Ostracism (similar to withdrawal): Is used as a final
extreme measure to discipline a wayward member of Indian
society.

Credit:

Taken from an DutliDE of Indian values compiled by Mrs. Rosemary
Christensen, a member of the Bad River Band of Chippewa Indians in
Wisconsin. Mrs. Christensen is a Research Associate for Upper Midwest
Regional Educational Laboratory, Minneapolis, Minn.sota.
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Teacher Resourcc #3 - Part I

BACKGROUND OF SICUX

U.S5. GOVERNMENT CONFLICT IN 1800's

Among the inevitable ‘complications that resulted from the opening
of the West for agriculture, mining, and expesnsion was the necessity
of developing a new Indian policy for the United States. The old policy

of leaving the rezion west of the "bend of the Missouri' for the exclu-
sive us2 of the Indians had broken down badly in the decade before the
Civil War. Thousands of emigrants, crossing the plains to Oregon, to
Santa Fe, to Utah, and to California, came into contact and often into
conflict with the Indians. Demands for protection of the trails led
to the establishmen® of army posts in the Indian country at such
strategic centers as Fort Kearney and Fort Laramie, and to treaties
between the United States and most of the Indian tribes, describing
the tribal boundaries, and authorizing the ‘government to build both
roads and pests wherever it wished. While the Indians received
anruities as compensation for the losses they sustained from the white
intrusion, they found the new agreements far from satisfactory, and
frequenily.forgot their promises not to molest the emigrants.

. The western Sioux, who ranged north of +he Platte and east of the
mountains, vere deeply disturbed, boih by the fate that had overtaken
the Arapaho and Cherenne, and by the advent of mining activities in
l'ontana. . When, in 1865, the government decided to open a road along
-he Bozeman Trail, irom Cheyenne no :thwestward to the mouth of the
Rosebud in Montana, the Sioux determined to resist this invasion of
théir finest hun®ing grounds with all their might. That year General
P. E. Connors in command of 1600 men, and guided by Jim Bridger, the
noted plainsman, marched over part of the route, but was turned back
by the Sioux; and in 1866 a second e¥pedition under Colonel H. B.
Carrinpton su:ceeded only with the greatest difficulty in building
Fort Phil Kearny and I'ort C. F. Smith to the east of the Big Horn
Mountains. Ped Cloud; the Indian leader, and his Sioux warriors
risked no open fighting, but they continually harassed wood-trains
sent ou: from “he fovts, and otherwise hampered the operations. On
one occasion, a brash young officer, Captain W. J. Fetterman, was
dispatchel from For:t Phil Kearny to the aid of a wood-train with
definite orders nct to take the agpressive. New to western fighting
and disdainful of Tndians, he disobeyed orders, was ambushed, and in
the resulting combat (December 21, 1866) every member of his party
was slain. ©wo years later. when the government made peace with Red
Cloud and his varriors, it was on condition that the "ecountry north
of the Norii Platte River and east of the summits of the Big Horn
Mountains shall be held and considered to be unceded Indian Territory,"
and that the forts on the Bozcman Trail should be abandoned. This was
one of the few instances in American history in which an Indian treaty
registered a white relreat.




Somewhat belatedly the governmen o & toward the
formation of a new Indian pelicy. A congressional Committee on the
Condition of the Indian Tribes, created in 1865, visited the West,
toock full testimony on such gruesome events as the Chivington massacre
and revealed how utterly untenable the status of the Indians had be-
come. Its illuminating Report on the Condition of the Indian Tribes,
made in 1867, led to the creation oi an Indian Pesce Commission, com= -
posed of three generals and four civiliars, whose duty it was not only
to stop the Indian wars, but also to work out a permanent solution of
the Indian problem. The commission planned two great meetings, one for
the southern tribes at Medicine Lodge Creek, near the southern border
of Kansas, held ir 1867, and one for ihe northern tribes at Fort Laramie,
held in 1868. At these councils, treaties were concluded that paved
the way for the general adoption of the reservation system. It secmed
evident to the white man that the Indians could no longer be permitted
to roam at will, but must instead be confined to certain specified areas =
confiscation of the western half of the holdings of the Five Civilized
Tribes in the Indian Territory, on the ground that the tribes had sided:
Jith the Confederacy during the Civil War, made possible the resettle-
ment in that regicn of the Arapaho and Cheyenne and other plains Indians -
in the North the Sioux were left in peaceable possession of southwestern
Dalota. Subsidies in the form of annuities, payments for lands, and
outright doles helped the dispossessed Indians to eke out a precarious
existencze, and thus introduced pauperization as a means of insuring
docility.

One of the principal defects of American Irdian policy was the
contradictory attitudes on the one hand of the Bureau of Indian Affairs;
created in 1849 within the Department of the Interior, and on the other
of the War Department and the army. The Bureau, on the whole, tended
to take a paternalistic interest in the welfare of the tribes, sought
earnestly to better their conditions of life, and even trusted them
with arms for hunting game, arms tha' were sometimes used instead
against the whites. Widespread corruption among the Indian agents coupled
with unexemplary behavior on the part of traders, emigrants, and rene-
grades greatly complicated the situation. The VWar Department, which had
to accept responsibility for the pacificatior of the Indians whenever
they got out of hand, took a very dim view of civilian control, and
complained bitterly that Indians on the warpath were oftcn better
armed than the soldiers sent to fight them. What the government really
needed was a separate Indian service, composed of especially trained
personnel and endowed with adequate police powar, but such an idea was
wholly foreign to the time. A new Board of Indian Commissioners,
composed of non-political civilians, was created in 1869 to advise with
the Bureau of Indlan Affairs. Acting on the assumption that eventually
the Indians could be turned into peaceful and contented farmers, the
makers of Indian policy tried to break down tribal autcnomy, and in 1871
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they induced Congress to abolish the legal fiction of dealing with the
tribes by treaty as if they were foreign naticns.

E;édit;

..., This material was taken from The American Nation written by John
-~ D. Hicks, George E. Mowry and Robert E. Burke. Houghton Mifflin Company,
- Boston. - ' S ,
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Teacher Resource #3 - Part II
THE INDIAN HAS A PROBLEM = THE WHITE MAN

At the Ft. Laramie Treaty Conference in 1868, a m@mént@us turning
point in the history of the Sioux, Chief Red Claud spoke an opening
prayer that revealed much of the attitudes and- fears of the Sioux as
they began to cope with the modern world:

"o, Great Spirit, I pray you to look at us. We are your children
and you placéd us first in this land. We pray you to look down upon us
so that nothing but the truth will be spoken in this Council. We don't
ask for anything but what is right and just. When you made your red
children, O Great Spirit, you made them to have mercy upon them! Now
we are before you today, praying you to look down on- us and take pity
upon your poor, red children. You are the protector of the people born
with bows and arrows as well as the people born with hats and garments
and I hope we don't pray to you in vain. We are poor and ignorant.

Dur fathers told us we would not be in misery if we would ask for your
assistance. O, Great Spirit, look down on your red children and take

plty upon thémg”

Red Cloud prayed sincerely but he did not realize how little the
white man would cooperate with God's justice over the next 100 years..

Indian Attempting to_ Vaige Problem .

The Ft. Laramie Treaty of 1868 states that the Sioux reservation
(all of South Dakota west of the Missouri River and northeastern Wyoming)
"+ oo o« was to be set apart for the absolute and undisturbed use and
occugpation of the Indlans herein named . . . and the United States now
solemhly agrees that no’ person except those herein designated and
authorized to do so (government agents, educators, traders, etc.)
shall ever be permitted to pass over, settle upon, or reside in (this)

territory."

- Most of the Sioux leadership understood well at the time of these
early treaties that quite drastic changes were going to be necessary
and they were trying to educate their people to this nation. They also
knew that the old Sioux tribal existence had its harsh aspects with many
personal and social pr@blems (not the d1dyllic paradise some contemporary
romanticists paint). They knew they could profit by prudent inter-
changes with the white man. However, leaders such as Red Cloud, Spotted
Tail, and others expected that in recreating their life on the reserva-
tion the ultimatc authority and pailay—maklng power was tc be left in
their own hands because, hav;ng lived in this region for so long, they '
knew its climate and. resources beffer than the white man and espeslally
they knew their own people better than the white man did. They were
quite willing to admit, as did Red Cloud, that in the face of the intrica-
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cies of a modern industrial world they were "poor and ignorant." ThLoy
knew that they needed technical guidance and gduCitan and they turned
to the only source available, the white man. '

The white man should have been cautious in responding. But instead
he responded with the omnicient and omnipotent American pride of the
19th century that he knew perfectly well how to help the Indian recreate
his 1ife in the modern technological world.. What the white man did
not realize was that he was not.very well equlpped to tell the Indian
anything and that, like many amateurs, he would destroy the Ind;an in

the process.
There were three handicaps:

l. Although the white man had learned for himself something about
living and controlling modern industrial progress after two or three
thousand years of ¢ivilization, he did not know much about how the Sioux
of a quite different historical and cultural background should rebuild

his way of life.

2. The white man himself has tremendous unsolved prablems cf
adjustment to the modern world, especially on a deeper humanistic,
moral, and spiritual level,

5. The white man does not fully realize hlS attitude of deprecla=
tion toward all non-white, less technalgglcally developed peoples. '
Indeed, .this depreciation may. well be a part of his cultural heritage.
C@ﬂsaquently, in his dealings with the Indian the white man has an

almost unconscious tendency to exploit, defraud ‘and destroy the Lndlan,

 If the white man had said, as did Red -Cloud; at the Ft. Laramie
Ireaty Conference, 'We are paar and ignorant," and admitted his prcblem
then, some of the pitfalls might have been avoided. But the white man
of the late 19th century does not admit his weaknesses and he still
does not admit them. The consequences of the "white man's problem'
is evident in the history of the Indian-non-Indian relations following

the Laramie Treatya‘

The Takeﬁﬁvggrcf thé'Siaux Ecanamié Base

One of the principal reasons why the Sioux have had such a difficult
time coping. with modern society is that they have no Viable economy
within their homeland. . For four generations the men of the reservation.
have grown up.without meaningful economic roles. How could they learn
how to work or learn career goals? Since the adult male mole of husband
. and father is gengrally defined by taking a productive economic role, -

the lack of this role on the reservation has had an undermining effect
on the male prestlge system, the Sioux ideal of manhood, and the
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stability of the Siocux family.

The Sioux had a potentially rich economic basc for a flourishing
tribal existcence in the Great Sioux Reservation established by the Laramie
Treaty of 1868. And thic treaty stipulated that if there were any
non-Indian trespassers on the Great Sioux Reservation, the Uniteca
States military would forcibly remove them. But in 1875 when miners
began to pour into the Black Hills without any legal rights, the
military made only a pretense of kecping them out. Legally the town
of Rapid City and other Black Hills communities were, in the words of
Psalm 50, "conceived in sin.'" The Sioux had a problem of law and '
order, but when they attempted to defend their legal rights by trying
to scare off the miners the might of the U.S. military was the '"law."

In 1876 the U.S. government arbitrarily sliced off the rich
western end of the Great Sioux Reservation and the Army drove the
starving Sioux into the agesncies. Having sold much of their pony herds
at auction in Cheyenne, Wyoming, the military forced the Sioux to sign
away th; Elacku Hills undgr threqt'éf witharaw;l éf ratians, remaval
ngulatlgna Téday, wh;lé thé N&viga send th21r'ch;ldren tg c@llege
and develop industry with oil and mining royalties, the Sioux have
received nothing from the wealth of the Black Hills. '

But this was only the beginning. By 1880 the land east of the
Missouri was settled and the South Dakotaiis looking across the river
to the remaining part of the Sioux Reservation began to agitate to
have that opened for settlement. George Hydg in his Slaux Chronicle .
points out the rather shacklng attitudé of the time:

HTq the Dakota leaders the Sioux were just a hcrde of lazy barharlans,
settled by a foolish government on land wrongfully taken from the Dakota
whites and given to these Indians, who had no intentio» of changing
their ways, but would forever remain a hindrance to the progress of
white settlement. The purpose of the Dakota men was ‘to push the Indians
inte a corner, take the best of their lands, and sgttle white families.

~ on them," :

At the same time Rapid City wanted the railroads to come west of
the Missouri, but the railroads would not build their lines on westward
through the Indian country where no one worked aund there was no local
freight of corn, wheat and cattle to bring the roads at least enough
revenue to pay the cost of taklng track5 and tralﬁs thraugh the district.

Since the Sioux were stﬁndlng in the way cf "pragress," thé Scuth
Dakota '""land boomers' developed a plan which would open more than half
of the remaining Sioux Reservation to settlement. '

The Newton Edmunds Commission, inciu&ing JudgerPetEIVShannén whgr
"shared the border belief that the Indians were worthless creatures,

[Kc
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a hindrance to white progress, and that their so-called treaty rights
were a lot of nonsense (ircnisally,VShannan County on the Pine Ridge
Reservation is named for him), tried to convince the Sioux that somehow
the title to their land would be strengthencd by a new agreement, but
glossed over the fact that half of the reservation would thereby be
ceded. Though some chiefs were intimidated into signing, the true nature
of this agreement was brought to the attention of political leaders.

such as Sen, H. L. Dawes of Massachusetts who was friendly toward

the Indians, and the plan was squashed. '

Different Culture Not Recognized

But where the Dakota land boomers were not successful in depriving
the Sioux of half of their reservation, a group of self-styled Indian
welfare associations from the castern seaboard were. Like many whites
of the time, they had never asked the Indian leaders what they wanted,
but they thought they knew very well how to transform the Sioux from
a hunting, nomadic life to self-supporting dirt farmers in five or 10
years. These groups could never comprehend that the Indians were of a
quite different cultural background, but they were confident they could
make them over into perfect copies of themselves. They proposed that
the reservations be broken up into 160 acre sllotments for each family
head and that rations be gradually withdrawn from the Indians to force’
them to gain their living by farming the western Dakota grasslands.

The Dakota devclopers were happy because the plan included the sale
of the "excess land" to whites at cheap prices. .

Sen. Dawes was skeptical about the Sioux quickly becoming farmers,
but he guided the so-called Indian Allotment Act to passage in 1886
bezcause he felt that "the 25,000 Sioux could not hold out much longer
against the pressure exerted by the 500,000 whites in the Dakotas who
were trying to get the Indians' land.' He thought that if the whites
were not satisfied they would take the whole reservation with no
remuneration ms happened in the casc of the Black Hills.

The Allotment Act had to have the agreement of three-fourths of the
Sioux males, but the Sioux leaders were so united in their opposition
to the sale of any land that terrific pressure had to be exerted to
get the necessary signatures. Most Sioux leaders knew that.their people
were not going to become farmers overnight and that they did not yet -
have the skill to manage imoney or marketing.

White Cow Man indicated a gencral feeling when he said: ". . . .
if I would spread my blanket down here and pile up the money that
high (indicating four feet) I don't think that I could keep it two' days.
Whenever I get $10 I put it in my blanket and go to any of these traders
~ stores and before the day is out I spend it all. I am an Indian and do
not know how to take care of money. Over herec at the boarding school




I have a child that has been there four years « « » « I think he is
the one to take land allotments when the time comes."

But these "harbarians'' were not to be listened to.

Bishop Hare stated in 1890 that the commission "carried persuasion
to the verge of intimidation.!" Ultimately the commission under the
direction of the former Gen. George Crook got signatures by separating
the people from their leaders and using the old method: turn the Sioux
against each .other and thoy will sell each other out. Crook wrote in
his diary for Junc 9, 1889, '"Lovely day. Tuned different Indians up.

- Got a good many signatures by different younger Indians who were made
to see that they must think for themselves and in this way it is breaking
dowrn. the opposition of the cld unr@canstructed chiefs."

-Credits: .

: Excerpted from the article "The Indian Has a Problem = The White
 Man;'" by Robert A. White, S:J., from the Rapld G;weréurnal, Rapid City,
South Dakota, November 17, l?SS
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Student Reading #6

CULTURAL CLEAVAGE BETWEEN THE
TETON SIOUX AND WESTERN CIVILIZATTON

Dwelling Place: The Sioux moved about regularly with no flxed site.
In the European culture there were permanent gettlement; and cities
were built.

Land' With the Sioux, no land was owned prlvately, ‘each was free to
settle or camp anywhere. In Eur@pean culture, all land was owned by

somebody or some argaﬂlzatlan.

Euil@%gggst51qg§;, The tepee was the Etiﬂﬁirﬂ gtructurg, it was 53311y
moved and erected. European: There were sturdy permanent buildings,
built to last a long tlmL- :

Sanitation - Sioux: Planned sanitation was not needed bec ause they were
always moving. There was a natural decay of waste materials. European:

- Permanent homes required sewer systems. There was a planned means of
disposal. : -

Time .- Sioux: They gauged the;r tlme to the seasons, with no time system
as we know it. They were concerned with the present and not the future.
Eurcpeaﬁ, ‘Much emphasis on calendars and clocks; dates and appointments
and specific times to meet gbllgatlansg :

Planning and Drganlzatlgn - Sioux: Lived. from day to day, Thers was
no need for extensive ‘planning and mrganlzqtlanu Plans were carried
out immediately although some organization was needed for war PartlEEg
European: Constant planning to make the most profitable usé of the land

and materlalar There was @rgaﬁlgﬁtlcn lﬂ all ﬁspectﬁ of l;fe.

Ec@ncmv - Slaux, Th:y had a free economy. There*was no-need for money.
'They were hunters and made what was needed.  European: A monetary
economy with lelEan of 1abﬂra They had to barter or buy what wgsn't
made or raised. ' o :

SaV1ng, Thrlft - Slaux. ' There was no need to save. Everyth;ng was
free,: They moved too much to be burdened. European: Always sav;ng
for future needs.. Advancemént cften dep;nded on thrlft

P@ésé ssions - Sioux: The fewer the possessions the better because they
caused a moving problem. European: Gathered and saved many items

cludlng 1tem5 of luxury.

Family - Sioux: Extended family system. Grandparents, aunts, uncles
were members of the family. There was no Dakota word for ''cousin.!
Buropean: Parenta and children made up the fam;ly althmugh there was
Vmuch association with relitlves,
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Helplng Dthgrs - Sioux: Anyone in need had to be helped. Often he
was a member of the extended family. Tribal loyalty was a form of
family loyalty. European: Each family was expected ta care for its
- own needs althaugh others were aided in an emérgenﬁyg

Worle - Eisux‘; Meﬁ were the warrior hunters. 'WDmEn did all the other
work so the men could provide protection and food. The men worked long

and hard when required and then rested. FEuropeans: M@st needed to
work hard at steady chores. o : :

Education - Sioux: There was informal training with the youth learning’
from elders. European: The ideal was a formal class in school by a
trained teacher. ' . .

§§vernm;nt - Sl@ux They had very democratic ideals. They were free

to leave and form new tribal groups. Buropean: - The individual was
always the' citizen or subject of some statc. - S oo

Nature - The Sioux: They lived by adjusting to whatever nature allowed

or provided. Therc was no scientific approach to ‘control and regulation.

——

Credlt*

7 ThlE list shaw;ng the dlmenslans of the. cﬁlturﬂi cleavagé Eetweenl 7
‘“he Tcton Sioux and western slVlllzat;cn was camplled by Fathez Theodore
Zuern, S. Jey Pine Ridge, South Dakota. S




Student Reading #7
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LIGHT OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN

For nearly as long as he can remember the Indian has been he§ring
words that are supposed to have come from the '"Great Father,! who lives
in a great white house far away and is chief of the Wasichus thite man) .

With more than a little practlcal experience, the Indians got
tired of what the Great Father was supposed to. have said. . These men
who spoke for the Great Father made many promises. They were best
summed up by the Sioux who said: "They made us many promises, more

than I can remember, but they never kept but one; they promised to
take our land and they took it.'t '

Recent presidents have been concerned, genuinely so some feel,
abaut the Indians’' plight. '

P:ésidant Jahﬂ F. Kennedy once tagged the situation as a “matlanal
disgrace.' He said "when the American Indians lost their power, they
2re placed on reservations, frequently lands which were strange to .

them, and the rest of the nation turned its attention to other matters."

"Our treatment of Tndiaré dur;ﬂg that period still affects the
national conscience. We have been hampered —— by the history of our
relationship with the Iandians — in our efforts to develop a fair
national policy governing present and future treatment of Indians
under their special relationship with the federal gsvernment "

) Slnce then the first special mesgage to CDngrESE on Indians was

sent by President Johnson. It was singled out as one of the 'wonderful

aggampllshmentg of the year by Commissioner of Indian Affairs Robert
Bennett. This precedent shattering statement by the President is.

warth going over in. some detail:

", . . His myths and his heroes Enflch our ¢1terature,. sald
President Jghnsana

""Hi 1sre a@lars our art and our 1anguageg

[ﬂm‘

"Fmr twc centuries, the Amer;caﬂ Indian l1as been a symbol of the
drama, aﬁa excltément of earl;;st America.

TBut far two ééntgri255 he has been an ﬂliéﬂ in his own land . . «

""The mgst stzlk;ng fact about the Amerlcan Inﬂlans taday is the;r
tragic plight: : :

"—PFji fty thousand Indian fam;l;es 11ve in- unsanﬂtary, dllapidated
‘dwellings: many in huts, shanties, evén abandanﬁg autgmcblles.
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" _Viral infections, pneumonia and malnutrition, — all of which
contribute to the chronic:ill health and mental retardation — are '
common zmong Indian children.

"We have made progress since 1963:
" Infant death rates have declined 21 per cent.
" Deaths from tuberculosis are down 29 per cent.

" The number of outpatient visits to clinics and health centers
rose 16 per cent,! , 7 ,
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REDUCTION OF THE GREAT
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1868 TO 1890
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